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Adam Brockman 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Training and Development, Rhetorical Studies, Mass 

Communication 

Biography: Hi everyone! I’m one of the few townies who never left the 

great land of Bloomington, Illinois. While most of my fellow Blono 

residents have traveled to more exotic locations, I stayed in town to receive 

my bachelor’s degree in English and Mass Media from Illinois State 

University in May 2017. After taking a year off to work at my three part-

time jobs and binge-watch all of Martin Scorsese's filmography, I have 

decided to continue my education. But despite my time off, I’ve been consistently working in 

education for the past several years. Almost five years ago, I started working as a math tutor at 

Heartland Community College, and for some reason I never left. My main focus there now is 

designing and delivering training programs for HCC’s staff, something I hope to study further during 

my time in grad school. When I first came to ISU as an undergrad, my goal was to get into video 

production. I quickly joined the TV-10 crew as a photographer and even got the chance to direct a few 

newscasts. It wasn’t long before I realized broadcast journalism wasn’t for me, but I’ve continued 

honing my videography skills as a camera operator at the Grossinger Motors Arena. As I was working 

toward my degree, I discovered my passion for communication as an academic discipline when I 

wrote a rhetorical analysis of sensational journalistic practices in the 1920s. I presented this paper at 

two conferences, and I’m looking forward to expanding my research to other facets of the field. 

Outside of my experience in education, I am currently a freelance writer for a content marketing 

agency called Influence & Co., where I have written articles on business, education, and technology 

for Forbes, Entrepreneur, and other notable publications. My primary passion, however, has always 

been screenwriting. The dream, if I am fortunate enough, is to win every Oscar, Emmy, and while 

we’re at it, Tony award there is. Until then, though, I’m excited to further my education and start 

developing a career in training and development, instructional design, or media writing. Or maybe 

create the next Game of Thrones. Whichever comes first. 

 

 

 

Allison Metz 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Organizational Communication, Communication Education 

Biography: Hi. I’m Allison. Or Allie. I go by both and really have no 

preference. Being a townie, I have a special love for Illinois State and am 

thrilled to be spending two more years here. I graduated from ISU this past 

spring with a degree in Communication Education. I so enjoyed being in the 

high school classroom during my student teaching experience but am really 

looking forward to taking on the new challenge of teaching at the collegiate 

level as a GTA. As a student, I hope to dig into Organizational 

Communication and Communication Education with the goal of pursuing Instructional Design and 

Training. Currently, I am doing Public Relations and Event Planning for The Colton Underwood (yes, 

from this season of the Bachelorette) Legacy Foundation, which takes up a lot of my time, but I 

absolutely love it! In the little free time I do have, you will probably find me at the airport, either 

working (as an agent for Delta) or traveling (yay for free flights with Delta). I also love coffee. More 

specifically, Coffee Hound coffee, and I spend lots of time (and money) at the Uptown Hound. I am 

excited to start getting into coursework and getting to know all of you. 

 

  



 

 

Ana Belmonte 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Journalism, Research and Education, Mass Media, 

Intercultural Communication, Marketing Communication, Social Media, 

Public Relations 

Biography: 11 years ago I got my bachelor’s degree in Mass 

Communication - Printed Journalism at Santa Maria University, back in my 

home country, Venezuela. After going through several positions in 

newspapers, magazines, blogs and as public relator, I developed a passion 

for Marketing Communication and Social Media, getting a certificate in 

Digital Marketing, and having the opportunity to work with Content 

Strategies, Marketing Planning and Audience Analysis. Now, I am very happy for this new adventure 

at Illinois State University. After traveling through Latin America, working in Ecuador and Chile, I 

start this Master hoping to reach a higher level of knowledge, improving my professional career, 

getting to know different cultures and living a new experience with my husband. Between classes, 

you can reach me at the School of Teaching and Learning, where I will be doing my Graduate 

Assistantship. I look forward to meet each of you and work together in our master’s degree, ¡vamos! 

 

 

 

Andrew Best 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Mass Media, Media Effects, Mass 

Communication Theory, Social Media, Film Theory 

Biography: In May of 2018, I graduated with a Bachelor of 

Science in Mass Media with a focus in television production 

from Illinois State University. I worked heavily with TV-10, the 

campus TV station, during my undergrad program and also 

served as the chief photographer in my final year. I also worked 

at the Peoria-area TV station WMBD as a sports reporter while 

in school, all thanks to TV-10. I am originally from Evanston, IL, and I moved to Bloomington after 

spending seven years in the U.S. Army. But don’t let the military past confuse you, as I am a pretty 

laid-back guy and easy to get along with. Outside of work and school I like to play video games and 

tabletop games, as well as watch YouTube, Netflix, Hulu, and bad movies. 

 

  



 

 

Blake Haas 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Broadcasting, Long-form Journalism, Radio Production 

Biography: Blake Haas is an Graduate Assistant in the School of Communication 

at Illinois State University. After receiving an Associate of Arts from Lincoln 

College, Blake graduate from ISU with a Bachelors in Mass Media sequencing in 

Radio. His teaching interests include Broadcasting and long-form journalism in 

addition to radio production. He is an accomplished journalist and broadcaster of 

both digital and print media. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including a 

Silver Dome for best sports story, and statewide recognition for his work on long form news writing. 

 

 

 

Bonnie (Boyd) Jones 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Organizational & Leadership Communication, 

Interpersonal Communication, Leadership Training & Development 

Biography: After graduating from ISU in 2015 with a Bachelor's in 

Publishing Studies, my professional career has made me more and more 

interested in organizational culture and how leader's and employee's formal 

and informal communication affects the culture and success of the 

business. Having known several people who spoke highly of ISU's 

communication program, it was easy to decide that's where I want to 

complete my Master's degree. Outside of work and school, I enjoy cooking, traveling, reading, and 

finding ways to push me out of my comfort zone. 

 

  



 

 

Bruce Lanigan 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Intercultural Communication, Interpersonal 

Communication, Nonverbal Communication, Organizational 

Communication 

Biography: Bruce Lanigan is a Graduate Teaching Assistant 

within the School of Communication. In 2018, He received his 

bachelor’s degree in Communication Studies: Organization and 

Leadership Communication, from Illinois State University. Over 

the summer, Bruce had the privilege to study abroad in Fortaleza, 

Brazil. This gave him the opportunity to enhance his focus areas of nonverbal communication and see 

how different cultures interact with each other. He plans to further develop his focus areas throughout 

his time within the graduate program. 

 

 

 

Chinny Francis 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Social Media, Public Relations, Corporate Communication, 

Branding and Crisis Management, Intercultural Communication 

Biography: Hi #RedBirds, it's great to be here! I believe Communication is at 

the core of everything we do, from brands trying to reach their target 

audiences to family relationships or even interactions between the 

government and the public. I decided to pursue a career in Communication 

because I believe everything works better with effective communication. For 

my undergrad, I studied Economics at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria but I 

was that girl who had a blog, liked taking pictures, hosting events and connecting with people. I went 

on to work with one of Africa's biggest media companies, BellaNaija focused on showcasing the 

beauty of Africa to the world. I also worked with the social media team which grew the Instagram 

page to almost one million! One of the achievements I am most proud of is handling the social media 

coverage for #BBNWonderland3, the biggest weddings event ever with international sponsors, on our 

weddings Instagram page with over 3 million followers! This experience reinforced my love for 

Communication as a career path. I am very curious about how the world works and I love telling 

brands' stories which is why I am here, to expand my knowledge and skills! It's also my first time in 

America so I'm really looking forward to the experience (will definitely blog about it) and I can't wait 

to meet you guys. 

 

  



 

 

Cimmiaron Alvarez 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Interpersonal Communication, Intercultural 

Communication, Educational Communication 

Biography: Hey y’all! I’m Cimmi and I was born and raised in Texas so 

y’all is a major part of my vocabulary. In May of 2018, I graduated from 

The University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

and a minor in Communication. Throughout undergrad, I competed on 

UT’s Speech team where my love for communication studies grew. During 

my senior year, I conducted IRB approved research in the Communication 

department which pushed me to apply for the Masters program at ISU. While I am here, I will also be 

coaching for the ISU forensics team. As an undergrad, I started learning American Sign Language and 

became interested in Deaf Culture, specifically communication differences between visual and spoken 

modes of communication. When I’m not in school, I love to travel as much as possible so far, I have 

been to 18 countries and 19 states. In my free time, I love to read, twirl, and plan my next big 

adventure. I look forward to getting to know y’all this year! 

 

 

 

Desiree “Desi” Hernandez 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Intercultural Communication, Interpersonal 

Communication, Sex Communication, Performing Arts 

Biography: Hi everyone, my name is Desiree or Desi since it's shorter and 

everyone calls me that. I am a recent grad at Augustana College, and I am 

new to Normal and Illinois State. My time in undergrad really immersed 

me into the world of Communication Studies. The first comm class I took 

was intercultural comm where I first discovered there are studies dedicated 

to examining how various cultures communicate. Taking that class was an 

experience when I knew I wanted to pursue comm studies. I study comm because it is relevant and 

important. So much of what comm scholars study can be applied to other disciplines, making comm 

studies significant and striking. I am more than happy as I continue to submerge myself into this new 

comm department, and see where the innovation takes me. As I balance being a student and taking 

breaks a few activities I enjoy are: going for walks, exploring new surroundings, or partaking in 

karaoke. 

 

  



 

 

Divine Narkotey Aboagye 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Communication Education, Rhetoric, Health Communication, 

Communication Theory and Philosophy 

Biography: My name is Divine Narkotey Aboagye. I hail from the Eastern 

Region of Ghana close to the Boti Falls, a famous waterfall that attracts lots of 

tourists from around the globe in Ghana. I graduated from the University of 

Cape Coast Ghana with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Communication Studies 

degree in 2016. After, graduation, I was appointed a teaching assistant in the 

Department of Communication Studies for a year. I later enrolled in the Trent-

in Ghana Program offered by Trent university and the Institute for Development Studies, University 

of Cape Coast for an academic year and graduated with a Diploma in International Development 

Studies. I later worked with Millennium Promise an international NGO working on the One Million 

Community Health Worker Campaign (1mCHW) Initiative in Ghana that seeks to empower the 

Ghana government and its Ministry of Health in strengthening its primary health care initiative. At 

ISU, I am interested in researching in areas such as Communication Education, Health 

Communication, Rhetoric among many others. I will be particularly glad and honoured to work with 

all members of faculty. My career aspiration is to be a seasoned academic and therefore will pursue 

further studies in Communication after my masters’ program in Communication to further my 

research potential and to be fully socialized in Communication and into the academic community. 

This will also offer me the opportunity to contribute my quota to the academia through the publication 

of key research articles and seminar presentations in Communication Education, Development 

Communication as well Health and Organization Communication. I also aim to offer consultancy 

services to communication firms, NGOs, and other organizations, by training professionals in these 

fields on adapting and implementing best practices in their various communities of practice. 

 

 

Emily Cumming 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Interpersonal Communication, Relational 

Communication, Dark Side to Communication 

Biography: Howdy Y’all! I graduated from Texas State University with 

my B.A in Communication Studies with a minor in Political 

Communication. As an undergrad going to Community College I was a 

state leader for the International Order of the Rainbow For Girls in Texas. 

I traveled a total of 27,000 miles to four different states and over 35 

different cities in Texas. I helped teach the girls of Texas Rainbow to 

speak their mind, be themselves, and change the world. After that I moved to San Marcos, TX to 

finish my degree at Texas State I worked at Old Navy Outlet, became a Spring Intern at the Hays 

Caldwell Women’s Center, and was inducted into the Texas State Chapter of Lambda Pi Eta. I am a 

true Texan born and raised so if you need help finding a good Mexican restaurant come find me! I 

found my love of communication thanks to an ISU alumni and never looked back! Thanks to their 

recommendation and guidance I have moved half way across the country to my future. I am super 

interested in the #metoo movement and have worked for the last four years to be an advocate for 

victims of sexual violence. If you need me you can find me at Old Navy, watching Netflix, 

Facetiming my cats, enjoying music, or baking. I look forward to meeting everyone, learning 

everything I can, and making the world a better place! 

  



 

 

Emily Hoberg 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Organizational Communication, Leadership 

Communication 

Biography: In May of 2018 I graduated from Illinois State University with 

a Bachelor of Science in Organizational Communication. Throughout the 

time I have spent at ISU I have made it my mission to understand the role 

that communication plays not only in our lives and the relationships we 

have but also within companies and organizations. A team is only as strong 

as its weakest link, to me this transpires to an organization being only as 

strong as those in charge. Being a part of something bigger than one self has always been a passion of 

mine, it is one of the reasons why I love volunteering and what drew me the study of communication. 

Communication has always played a huge role in my life, I come from a really big family. With 

thirteen aunts and uncles, and an uncountable number of cousins (were talking third and fourth 

generations), spread throughout the United States it is very important that we all communicate in 

some way or form. To me communication has never been an issue, I may be quiet when I first get to 

know people but don’t let that fool you, I never stop talking. I am excited to see what the future holds 

for me as I continue my studies and help to guide and educate the new freshman class as a Graduate 

Teaching Assistant for the School of Communication. I am really looking forward to getting to know 

everyone as we pursue our goals and work towards our future endeavors! 

 

 

Erik Blakney 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Technology and Communication, Intercultural 

Communication, Public Relations 

Biography: After serving in the United States Army for 5½ years I 

graduated from Bellarmine University in Louisville, KY in December 

2016. I received a BA in Communications and this is where my love of 

learning about communication began. The one class that affected me the 

most was intercultural communication, for which I had to volunteer my 

time with an underserved population in Louisville, KY. I ended up helping 

teach English as a second language, as well as tutoring these same people for their citizenship test. 

During this volunteer opportunity I developed a passion for studying intercultural communication. It 

was during my time in the Army that I developed a passion for technology and how it can help 

different cultures communicate. I was fortunate enough to teach a computer class to a group of 

Afghan soldiers and this was awesome and eye opening. Since moving to Bloomington I have not 

worked but I am completely looking forward to continuing to study in the Masters of Communication 

program and hopefully make any contribution I can while here. I am excited about the 

communications program at Illinois State because it is nationally recognized and because of the 

diversity of classes and seminars offered through the program. I am certain that the skills I learn and 

hone with in this program will adequately prepare me to continue in my study of communication after 

graduation. I look forward to working closely with my fellow students, as well as our communications 

faculty in the coming years. I am excited to study intercultural communications in more depth and the 

effects of technology on communication. I would love to combine my knowledge of both 

communications and technology to help others in any capacity I am able. Another one of my 

communications interests is public relations and I am REALLY excited to be able to use the SMACC 

in order substantiate my research. I am excited to be a Redbird and cannot wait to see everybody on 

campus! 

  



 

 

Hannah Gomes 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Interpersonal Communication, Conflict, Family 

Communication 

Biography: I am from a small town in central Minnesota and graduated from 

Bethel University with a degree in interpersonal communication and event 

management. I also have a minor in Spanish that I completed while studying 

abroad in Spain – I accidentally ate baby eels repeatedly because I couldn’t 

figure out what the Spaniards were telling me I was eating. In addition to my 

studies I have had a several jobs and internships, a few in healthcare and the 

rest in event management. I spent three years working at a group home for adults with disabilities and 

it was one of the most valuable and meaningful experiences of my life; I learned so much about 

communication, community, family, organizations, and myself. My most recent gig was putting on 

prospective student events for Bethel University in their office of admissions. As for now, I am 

excited to switch speeds and get away from corporate communication; I wouldn’t say I'm sick of 

event management, but I'm kind of sick of event management. I am really excited to go back to school 

and please don’t hate me, but I am that person who will do their homework the night it is assigned and 

have their paper finished a week early. Big type-A personality here. I'm looking forward to making 

the move to Illinois and meeting everyone! 

 

 

 

Hasnaa Touita 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Public Relations, Intercultural Communication, 

Organizational & Leadership Communication 

Biography: Hello everyone! I am from Casablanca, Morocco (North 

Africa). I graduated with a Bachelor for Arts in International Studies 

from Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco with a 

concentration in International Relations. After graduation, I was 

going to start a master’s degree in Political Economy but I decided to 

take a year off and reflect on what I want to pursue my studies in. I 

started with an internship at the U.S. Embassy in Rabat at the Public Affairs Section. I worked on the 

different exchange, cultural and professional programs sponsored by the State Department. I handled 

the first phases of participants’ selection, official letters translation from English to French and from 

English to Arabic and all the logistical side of participants travel. After my internship, I worked as 

program assistant from the National Democratic Institute (NDI) in Morocco working on programs 

that promote democracy. I had dual responsibilities; programmatic and administrative. I worked on 

programs with political parties and the fellowship program with members of the Moroccan Parliament 

where I organized trainings, communicated with participants and reported the programs’ 

achievements. I’m looking forward to this new adventure as a Redbird and a Graduate Assistant, 

besides that I enjoy cooking, traveling and learning about new cultures. 

 

  



 

 

Kara Brummel 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Interpersonal Communication, Organizational and 

Leadership Communication, Political Communication, Rhetorical 

Criticism and Analysis, Communication Theory, Social Justice 

Biography: Hello all! I am Kara Brummel and I’m from a very small farm 

town called Newark, Illinois. I graduated from Augustana College in the 

Spring of 2018 with a double major in Communication Studies, Political 

Science (American Politics and Political Theory emphasis), and a minor in 

Creative Writing. I actually came to be a Communication Studies major by 

accident, as I only took my first COMM class to fulfill a credit requirement. This class focused on 

communication and politics, how they intertwined, and how speeches were important to political and 

social discourse. Needless to say, I was hooked! Apart from keeping my nose in the books, I was 

really involved on Augustana’s campus! Aside from playing two club sports, being a snowboarding 

instructor, and being involved in Greek life, I worked within the Office of Advancement and was on 

the Executive Board for Augie’s NAACP Chapter. While working with NAACP, I found a strong 

passion for social justice and helping others in my community. In addition to learning more about 

Communications, I am hoping to get involved at ISU’s campus and any social justice organizations 

around Bloomington-Normal, so don’t be shy to share if you know of some! When I’m not in class, I 

love spending time outdoors, writing poetry, online shopping, scoping out new coffee shops, 

traveling, and binging either Netflix or a good book. I’m very excited to be living in Bloomington-

Normal and to become a part of the Redbird family! 

  



 

 

Kiersten Sheary 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Public Relations, Event Planning, 

Crisis Communication, Social Media Influence, 

Internal Corporate Communications 

Biography: Hello! My name is Kiersten Sheary 

and I’m a recent December 2017 graduate from 

ISU with a B.S. in Public Relations and a minor in 

Sociology. When deciding on which college to 

attend in my undergrad I was torn but decided to 

follow my gut to ISU. Being only 45 minutes away from my hometown I thrived at ISU and was able 

to make it my home away from home. So when it came time to decide on what to do after graduation, 

again I was torn between starting my career or continuing my education, and again my gut lead me to 

turning down a full time job and come back to ISU to pursue my masters degree. During my 

undergrad career I held four internships including working for the Marketing team on ISU’s 

newspaper The Vidette, producing social media and photography content for ISU’s Office of 

Admissions, assisting in planning a 100,000+ person event for the Decatur Celebration in my 

hometown, and working as a marketing intern for a property management company. I was also 

involved in multiple Registered Student Organization’s on campus including: Students Today Leaders 

Forever, a service organization on campus, Encounter, the on campus ministry, Lambda Pi Eta, a 

National Communications Honor Society, Public Relations Student Society of America, American 

Marketing Association, and Delta Delta Delta, a service and social sorority. During the next two years 

I plan on being just as involved during my graduate career as I was in my undergrad by working as a 

Graduate Teaching Assistant for the School of Communications and discovering all the ways to 

immerse myself in the graduate program. For my future plans I hope to pursue a career in either non-

profit or institutional public relations. Outside of the professional setting you can find me binge 

watching Gossip Girl, One Tree Hill, or Friends, hanging out with my fiancé, friends, and my new 

puppy Oakley, or at the gym. I can’t wait to meet everyone and start this journey together! Roll Birds! 

 

 

 

Kirsten Bridgemen 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Instructional Communication, Rhetoric in representations of 

LGBTQIA+, Sexual Assault/Violence, Women, and Gender 

Biography: Hello everyone! My name is Kirsten, and I am thrilled to be 

joining the School of Communication’s cohort this year. I have already been a 

Redbird for four years, having received my B.A. as an English major from ISU 

just last spring. Four years didn’t seem to be enough for me though, and I 

decided I wanted to switch to Communication as soon as I had finished my time 

in the English department. While I did move around quite a bit throughout my 

childhood, I have always been a native Illinoisan, although that has yet to make me like the dramatic 

weather. During some of high school and my four years of college here I found a love for Forensics 

(more commonly known as Speech and Debate). I committed countless hours over the years to 

performing art, speaking my truth, and sharing passions with people all across the country. Within this 

love I cultivated for performance and theater, I also found a strong passion for rhetoric, persuasion, 

and the way we all communicate with one another. I look forward to delving deeper into this 

newfound passion with my professors and my fellow graduate students over the next two years! 

Friendship criteria: must have a profound love for dogs, good coffee, great food and The Office. 

  



 

 

Kolette Dunlap 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Crisis Communication, Social Media, Public Relations, 

Organizational Communication, Political Relations/Communications 

Biography: Greetings. I’m Kolette (Ko for short). I’m originally from 

Macomb, IL where I attended Western Illinois University and gained a 

Bachelor’s degree in Journalism. Throughout undergrad, I interned with a 

few different organizations including the Country Music Hall of Fame in 

Nashville, TN. After graduating in 2014, I landed my first “big girl job” in 

Internal Communications at State Farm which brought my (now) husband, 

Ashton, and I to these neck of the woods. Even though I work in Bloomington, we live in Peoria 

because Ashton works the other direction – so we are both commuters and Peoria is our middle 

ground. While I’ve had a few different roles at State Farm, I’m currently focused in social media 

strategy. In my limited free time, I love to travel and experience new places. I also read A LOT, listen 

to true crime podcasts, and have recently found a new love for kayaking. I’m naturally curious, eager 

to learn, and have had a growing itch to pursue a Master’s in Communication over the last few years. 

I’m looking forward to being around people who have similar goals and aspirations as I do in the 

Communications field. I look forward to getting to know all of you! 

 

Lakeisha Banks 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Broadcast Production, Effects of Mass Media - 

TV/Film/Radio, Social Media, Public Relations, Digital Marketing 

Communications 

Biography: Greetings, my name is Lakeisha A. Banks I am from the SouthSide of 

Chicago (I’m really from Chicago lol). I obtained my BA degree in Broadcast 

Production and minored in film at the Western Illinois University Macomb in 

December 2016. While attending WIU, I was a radio Dj for WIUS Macomb 88.3 

“The Dog” hosting their urban format hour. I operated on the production team for 

WIUS Macomb News 3 and University Televison. I am a Member of Alpha Phi 

Omega Service Fraternity of the MuNu Fall 14 line. During undergraduate, APO granted me the opportunity to 

participate in many fundraisers, community service events (i.e Stuff the bus, volunteering at nursing homes, Go 

West goes Greek-cleaning town buses and more). I became a member of the National Society of Collegiate 

Scholars where we too participated in community service around the Macomb campus and town. Throughout 

my time at WIU, I have visited ISU for IYC’s choir events with my collegiate gospel choir UVOWIS many 

times. I decided to obtain my Masters degree in communications focusing in Mass Media Communications 

because I am interested in how TV, radio, and film communicate with its audience and the style of which 

minorities are being depicted on screen. On a personal side of things, I’m 25, married, and I have a 10 month 

old son whom I love so very much. They are my biggest supporters and they are 75% of the reason I am the 

person I flourished into today. My husband has been a great supporter of my collegiate career and pushed me to 

keep going when I wanted to quit. He also encouraged me to obtain my masters degree. Furthermore, I love 

being a independent Videographer/ Photographer. Being able to tell a story through film and capture memories 

through still pictures makes me feel accomplished and overjoyed. I have released my own brand this past late 

Spring named Young African American Entrepreneurs (YAAE). I am currently working on a Documentary 

based off my brand name promoting established and rising businesses giving young people a positive view of 

success beyond the glitz and glitter of what the world portrays success to be. Allowing them the opportunity to 

observe success in their own backyards (i.e their community). I love to watch TV, binge watch Netflix originals 

and old TV shows (i.e “The Cosby’s”, “A different World”). The TV shows I watched growing up had 

substance and were more relatable giving respect to current events at that time and valuing family. I love 

spending time with family, shopping, and all around spending money LOL. I believe that education is the TRUE 

key to success no matter the obstacles. My favorite quote from the late Nelson Mandela states, “Education is the 

most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” I know that with faith, hard-work, and 

dedication anything is possible. I’m excited to start my new journey as a Redbird!  



 

 

Lisa DeWeert 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Interpersonal Relationships, Family 

Communication, Health Communication, Intercultural 

Communication 

Biography: Hello! My name is Lisa, and I’m so excited to 

be here! I’m a townie- I’ve lived in BloNo my whole life! I 

graduated from ISU in May 2018 with a Bachelor’s in 

Communication Studies (Interpersonal) and a minor in 

Spanish. During undergrad, I fell in love with the 

communication field and developed many research interests that I want to study further. During my 

undergrad, I held multiple internships that helped me narrow down my career interests, such as career 

advising and alumni & donor relations. One of my internships turned into my current assistantship as 

the Career Development GA at the Career Center, where I advise students on their next steps in their 

career journey. I was also inducted into the National Communication Honor Society, Lambda Pi Eta, 

where I’ll be serving as VP in grad school. Since I graduated, I’ve spent my summer in Michigan 

interning at a Young Life camp, which is a big passion of mine. I also work in the Marketing 

department at Four Seasons Health Club in town (I love challenging myself to take new workout 

classes- currently loving Barre). I love road trips, essential oils, listening to podcasts, watching Full 

House, Europe travels, and am an extrovert to the core. I’m a 2 on the Enneagram (if you also love the 

Enneagram- let’s talk!), which means I love spending time with people and hearing their stories. I’m 

so thankful to continue my journey here at ISU in this graduate program! The professors, faculty, and 

staff have all inspired me so much and I cannot wait to work alongside them. This department has 

quickly become home for me! 

 

 

 

Mallorie Latora 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Interpersonal Communication, Organizational 

Communication and Leadership, Effects of Mass Media, Group 

Communication 

Biography: My name is Mallorie Latora, I am 22 years old, and a 2018 

graduate of Eureka College. I received my B.A. in human communication 

with a minor in leadership. During my time at Eureka, I took part in 

several projects including the development of a leadership conference for 

local high school students. I also was one of the creators of a food drive 

that helped feed local children in need over the summer months. When I was not in school or 

studying, you could find me at work. I typically found myself working a few jobs at a time because I 

loved staying busy doing different things. Working many jobs greatly impacted and developed my 

communication skills, as I had to be outgoing and willing to communicate with all of the individuals 

that came my way. When thinking about my post grad life, continuing my education as a graduate 

student seemed like the only real option. I love the field of communication and am actually quite the 

nerd! I cannot wait to get back to learning, studying, and developing my skills even further. 

Ultimately, I hope to work in higher education and influence students to be the best they can be. 

When I’m not in school, you can find me at home watching reality competition shows. I am the 

second oldest of four children and I absolutely adore my siblings. Much of my time is also spent 

hanging out with my family. I cannot express how excited I am to begin this journey as a graduate 

student and teaching assistant! 

  



 

 

Marineth Sierra 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Social and Broadcast Media, Interpersonal 

Communication 

Biography: I love all things celebrity-entertainment, digital 

media, and the Midwest. I’m a work-obsessed creative who 

aspires to handle the social media accounts for E! News, 

Buzzfeed, or a news station. I received my Bachelors Degree in 

Communication and Rhetorical Studies at Illinois College while 

minoring in Criminology and Political Science. While at the small 

liberal-arts institution, I served as vice-president for my literary society, Student Senate public 

relations chair, and class of 2018 chair. With a passion for Communication, I’m particularly interested 

in Digital and Broadcast media; it amazes me how fast technology grows, how millennial's use social 

media, and how both topics affect or benefit our society. Aside from my media studies, I’ve traveled 

to Capitol Hill to meet with senators  and lobby issues throughout my membership with CARE at 

Illinois College. I’m also from South Florida (Miami), — no, I don’t go to the beach everyday — I 

have a toy poodle named Bella, and I’m lactose intolerant — yes, still give me that slice of pizza. 

 

 

 

Melissa Belmontes 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Interpersonal, Intercultural, Rhetoric 

Biography: Hi all, my name is Melissa Belmontes, my pronouns are she, 

her, hers, and I look forward to being your TA this year! I graduated from 

the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh in May 2017 with a major in 

Communications and a minor in Psychology. As a student, I absolutely 

loved my Communications family and being involved on campus. This 

past year, I worked as the Outreach and Retention Coordinator at UWO 

where I worked with predominantly first year students from diverse 

backgrounds. In this position I met with my students three times a semester to review their academic 

success and inform them of the resources available on campus to assist in that success. During the 

summer, I was the Assistant Coordinator for a six week program called the Titan Advantage Program 

where a group of 38 first year students took college courses prior to their first semester in college. In 

my role, I gave my students a lot of feedback on my college experience as a first generation Latina 

student and served as a resource for them as well. I worked closely with many departments that 

helped make our program possible as well as the faculty that taught the courses during the program. 

While I enjoyed working in the administrative side of higher education, the excitement and energy 

presented by the faculty made me excited to one day be Dr. Belmontes and have a class of my own! 

Outside of my academic and professional life I enjoy binge watching Grey’s Anatomy (as of August 

5th I’m only on season 8 and I DON’T like spoilers!), singing to High School Musical on my car 

rides, enjoying the sun as much as I can (while I can), working out and spending time with my family. 

While I was born in Rockford, Illinois, I was raised a Wisconsinite and will still cheer on the Cubs, 

but I will most definitely drink out of a bubbler. Also, if you see my twin around campus, make sure 

you say hi to her! 

  



 

 

Misha Khan 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: News, Media and Journalism, Intercultural 

Communication 

Biography: Hi Everyone! My name is Misha. I have a Bachelors 

degree in Media Studies from Pakistan. I have experience of working 

in Print and Broadcast journalism. Before coming to ISU, I was 

working as an Associate Producer in a News channel in Pakistan. I 

also have experience of working simultaneously at a radio station 

and an Internationally published newspaper. I have always been 

interest in news media. Working in the field of journalism has broaden my perspectives and I see 

communication as a very strong tool that can form and shape opinion. I believe getting a post graduate 

degree in Communication can help me understand the extremely valueable process of communication. 

I dream of travelling the world one day and seeing what this amazing planet has to offer. Looking 

forward to Meeting you all! 

 

 

 

Nhung Vu 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Media Literacy, Global Health, Education, Public Relations, 

Intercultural Communication 

Biography: Hello! I’m from Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam; and I absolutely 

love the city. However, during high school, I decided that it was time for me 

to break out of my bubble and explore the world out there. In 2014, I moved 

to the small town of Monmouth, Illinois for college and then graduated from 

Monmouth College in December of 2017 with a BA in Communication 

Studies and Public Relations. With the help of many professors in our 

Communication Studies department, I decided to continue my education at ISU and I am very excited 

about this upcoming journey. During my time as an undergrad, Monmouth gave me so many 

opportunities to explore my interests. I especially enjoyed working at our writing center and serving 

as an editor for the Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research (MJUR) and I want to continue 

getting involved in research and teaching. I also worked closely with international students as an 

orientation leader, president of our International Club, and as an intern at the Office of Intercultural 

Life on campus. Through these positions, I have developed an interest for intercultural 

communication. I also took a class in Global Health during my senior year and have become more and 

more passionate about this topic. I believe that education, media, cultural sensitivity, and well-

designed messages can assist our fight against deadly diseases. Therefore, I hope to dig deeper into 

health communication during my time at ISU. I am very excited about this upcoming journey and 

look forward to working with everyone! 

  



 

 

Nicolette Hampton 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Intercultural Communication, Public Relations, Mass Media 

Effects, Rhetoric 

Biography: Hey everyone! My name is Nicolette and I’m from the Southside of 

Chicago. This past May I graduated from Augustana College with a triple major 

in Communication Studies, Creative Writing, and Africana Studies. I went into 

college intending to become a veterinarian. Instead, I fell in love with Comm 

and all that it had to offer. During undergrad, much of my time went to my 

sorority and my sport. I cheered all four years of college and I was captain of the 

team for three of those years. I was the President of my local sorority for the last two years and served 

on the executive board the years before. This past fall I had the opportunity to attend the National 

Communication Association conference in Dallas. It was an eye-opening experience and I learned so 

much from those who presented. During my senior year I took on a big project researching how the 

media can affect people’s perceptions of Chicago. This project was personal to me and though time 

consuming, so very worth it. When I’m not doing work of some sort, you’ll find me reading YA, 

dancing, listening to music, and watching a crazy amount of shows on my laptop. At ISU I hope to get 

a better idea for what I’d like to have as a career. I can’t wait to meet and get to know everyone better. 

 

 

 

Oumaima Boulhna 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Intercultural Communication, Media Production, 

Organizational Communication, Branding, Public Relations 

Biography: My name is Oumaima, 21 years old, from the North African 

country of Morocco. Brought up in the city of Casablanca, I moved at the age 

of 16 to the university town of Ifrane in the Atlas mountains of the country. 

Where to? AUI, a Moroccan university adopting the American system. From 

there, I obtained a bachelor’s degree in Communication Studies with a 

concentration in media production and a minor in Marketing. Nevertheless, I 

chose to write an academic research paper for my final capstone project and it was titled: News 

Frequency Matters: Constructing the Image of Morocco through the lens of the BBC News Website. 

In 2016, I’ve had the opportunity to go on an exchange program in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 

concentrating in International Communication. I have had multiple experiences in the field, from 

internships in production agencies, big corporations, and the academic sphere. In these opportunities, 

I produced media content through writing, photography, video making, and graphic design. I managed 

social media and assisted in the organization of events and workshops during internships at my 

previous university, production agencies in Casablanca, and DHL's headquarters in Germany. I've 

additionally had the chance to assist in an academic research project with the sociology department of 

Moulay Ismail University in Meknes. I speak fluent Arabic, French, English, and Tamazight (the 

indigenous people's language in Morocco). And I very often find myself to be very keen on 

understanding human interactions. Therefore, my interest in psychology, sociology, philosophy, 

languages, and art. I feel privileged for all the opportunities that I have had so far, especially those 

that allowed me to meet individuals to whom I owe a lot of my currently accumulated know-how. I 

strongly envision that my experience in ISU will only allow me to grow and incrementally improve as 

a person. 

  



 

 

Rachelle “Shelly” Green 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Organizational Communication, Computer Mediated 

Communication, Interpersonal Communication 

Biography: I recently graduated this spring from ISU with my degree in 

Organizational and Leadership Communication Studies. I transferred to ISU after 

completing my A.A. in communication and working in various positions, including 

administrative support roles, sales, and information technology. During that time I 

developed an interest in figuring out how to improve my workplaces, increasing 

employee satisfaction, and the impact that has on an organization’s overall success. I 

realized that organizational communication studies would give me more insight, credibility, and 

ability to play a more active role in organizational change. I am grateful for all of the guidance and 

advice my professors at ISU have given me in the last two years allowing me to be able to confidently 

navigate many facets of communication. My awesome undergrad experience played a major part in 

my decision to enter the grad program. In this program I’m interested to learn more about 

organizational communication, organizational culture, communication in training and development, 

and computer mediated communication. Outside of educational interests, I enjoy fishing, traveling, 

the occasional Netflix binge, exercising my creativity with art or music, and I have had a passion for 

video games since I was four. I am eager to delve deeper into communication studies in the coming 

semesters and getting to work with everyone! 

 

 

 

Sal Navarro 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Public Relations, Marketing, Advertising, Branding, Social 

Media 

Biography: Hello, everyone! I'm Sal. I'm a Chicago native born and raised 

on the southwest side of Chicago! (Go Sox!) I'm not actually into sports - 

it's just a southsider thing. Anyway, I'm a recent graduate of Augustana 

College with a B.A. in Communication Studies and Political Science. I was 

involved in many organizations and offices during my undergraduate career 

such as the Augustana Observer Newspaper, the Admissions Office, the 

Office of Student Life & Leadership and Greek Life. Undergrad was a phenomenal experience, but 

I'm ready to grow and learn more about this incredible field at a higher level! I firmly believe ISU's 

program will do that and then some. I ultimately want to work in a Public Relations firm in the near 

future. I took one class (the only class offered at Augustana) and immediately appreciated and saw 

myself in the profession. I love to write in my free time and tweet as much as my sore eyes allow. I'm 

a huge fan of Hip-Hop and Rap music especially from the early and mid 90's; that's the good stuff. 

Spanish is my first language and Mexican food has always been my favorite food. However, all food 

is good food. Fun fact I'm weirdly allergic to watermelon and other melons. I enjoy Quentin 

Tarantino, Wes Anderson and Martin Scorsese movies. Kill Bill Vol. 1 is a personal favorite. I'm 

excited to hear about everyone's interests, hobbies and to simply go through this journey with you all. 

  



 

 

Shanika Smith 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Public Relations, Marketing, Intercultural Communication 

Biography: Hello everyone! I’m Shanika Smith. I was born and raised in Grand 

Cayman. I came to the US to pursue my undergraduate degree. In May of 2018, 

I received my bachelor’s degree in Business Administration with a concentration 

in International Business from Fairleigh Dickinson University. During my time 

there I was always surrounded by people of various cultures and backgrounds. It 

was a wonderful environment as I love learning about different cultures, and in 

this case, I could directly learn from my peers. It’s interesting to see how 

different yet similar we all are. During my studies I focused on International Marketing, but I was also 

able to take a few Communications and Public Relations courses. Through that, I found an 

appreciation for those subjects. My interest in Communication and how it can enhance and strengthen 

a business influenced me to apply to this program. Communication is such an integral part of our lives 

and I loved learning about how it can show us new perspectives, tell stories and connect us. I 

developed an interest in bridging the gap between customers and businesses and knowing how to 

express that relationship in an authentic, transparent way. As for my personal life, I enjoy traveling. 

I’ve been on road trips across the US and to a few Caribbean Islands. I hope to travel more in the 

future! In my free time I like to draw, paint, read and listen to music. I’m excited to learn and grow 

through this program and I’m looking forward to meeting you all! 

 

 

 

Viraj Patel 
(Fall 2018 Cohort) 

Interest Areas: Political Communication, Speech Writing 

Biography: Hello, I am Viraj Patel. You can call me Raj, like in the Big 

Bang Theory 😊 Four years ago, I travelled from Mumbai, India, to 

Brookings, South Dakota for my bachelor’s degree. I accidently joined 

Jackrabbit Forensics at South Dakota State University, thinking it was the 

CSI kind of forensics. If you are still wondering, I was wrong. This 

forensics was Speech and Debate, and it absolutely changed my life. I 

graduated with a B.S. in Speech Communication with minors in Studio Arts 

and Political Science. My four years as an undergrad had a perfect ending, as it culminated in me 

giving the Commencement Speech for the Class of 2018, which helped me fulfill a promise I made to 

my family four years ago. With all these successes, I needed a bigger challenge. So, I bookmarked my 

chapter at Brookings, and travelled to Normal, IL to be with you all wonderful people! I have never 

taught before, so I am looking forward to the classroom experience. I think ISU has a great program 

to help all of us succeed. I am looking forward to failing big, because in my book, that is the only way 

to win big. I promise all of you that I will not be outworked, and that I will give my full, undivided 

attention to the GTA. If you can’t tell by now, I am a competitive person, I like to win. But, relaxation 

is a huge part of my life as well. I thoroughly enjoy playing darts. I also love watching movies and 

NFL games. I am also looking for friends to go to Cardinals games with! I also have an unhealthy 

obsession with puns, memes, and Perkins’ Chocolate French Silk Pie. I love cooking, and I will cook 

Indian food for you any time. (Ask me about my favorite dish!) My dream job is to work in the White 

House as the Chief Speechwriter, so naturally, I have an affinity for politics, both domestic, and 

international. This is going to be a great year!!! #TrustTheProcess 


